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We do important work. Many organizations
do important work in the world. But our
important work is different. The vast
majority of our clients are on the edge of
life and death, uncertain if they can live in a
world where their beloved child or children,
partner, parent, sibling has died. We meet
them in their darkest moments and help
them trust, again, in a world where
catastrophe has destroyed the very
foundation upon which their lives were
built. And our work stretches beyond this
too. Through our unique programs, we
promote compassion, connection, and
belonging to self, others, and the natural
world. Our early research is promising. For
example, our Selah Carefarm inspires
grievers toward healthier and more
sustainable lifestyles long term.

Simultaneously, this program also improved
grievers capacity to cope with deeply
traumatic and tragic losses. Many families
return multiple times, even from overseas,
to work with our highly trained counselors
and to help care for our nearly 50 animals
rescued from abuse and violence. Our
retreats for grievers reduce psychological
stress and loneliness and have been shown
to increase self-trust and self-compassion.
Our support groups, both online and in
person, provide a safe place for grievers to
process their feelings with trained
facilitators. We know our services have been
life-saving and life-changing for countless
people from every religion, ethnic group,
and socioeconomic class around the world.
While we wish no one needed us, we are
tragically privileged to do this work in the
world.

Dr. Joanne Cacciatore
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FROM OUR LEADERSHIP
MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT



ABOUT US
Our Mission: 
The MISS Foundation, established in 1996 by 

Dr. Joanne Cacciatore, is an international 501(C)3

nonprofit that C.A.R.E.S. (counseling, advocacy,

research, education, support) for families and

communities before, during, and after the death of a

child of any age, from any cause. Our Selah Carefarm

Program is the first therapeutic carefarm in the world

to serve all those who are traumatically bereaved.
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Our Vision: 
Our vision is that no one has to walk

alone in traumatic grief.  This

necessitates a compassionate

community of support where grief

and love, pain and beauty intersect.

Our Philosophy: 
Individuals experiencing

unparalleled trauma and grief,  such

as the death of a child, and other

traumatic losses like murder and

suicide, need the most

compassionate support available.

We provide this through support

groups, highly skilled counseling,

advocacy, education, peer-support

mentoring, a therapeutic carefarm

program, grief retreats,  and

opportunities for volunteerism and

service that allow bereaved and

traumatized individuals to give back

as a way to remember and honor

their beloved. Our values and

philosophy play a vital role in

everything we do.

We honor the sacredness of every
member of the family;
We value integrity, kindness and
respect in all we do;
We provide mindful,
compassionate and respectful
care of others and ourselves;
We foster a compassionate
environment in which
individuals, families and
communities may, when ready,
experience a sense of belonging
and hope for the future;
We recognize the potential in
human beings to integrate their
suffering, and eventually help
another.
We promote a non-medicalized,
community-based approach to
grief including connection with
rescue animals, eco therapies
through retreats and activities in
nature, and mindfulness practices
such as meditation and yoga.
We provide an environment that
fosters a deeper sense of
connection to the natural world
that promotes a sense of
responsibility and awareness of
sustainability factors, compassion
for animals, and duty to the well-
being of the planet.



We opened our doors to the beautifully
designed, 3400-square-foot family guest
house called Andy’s Sanctuary at the
Selah Carefarm in Cornville AZ.

We received an unprecedented gift of $1
million to support operations from Don
and Hayden Quattlebaum, Andy’s
parents.

The Oprah Winfrey-Prince Harry’s “The
Me You Can’t See” Series on Apple TV
showed the world the important work
being done every day at the Selah
Carefarm, led by MISS Foundation
founder, Dr. Joanne Cacciatore.  

The Dorrance Family Foundation
generously awarded us a significant
grant of $157,600 to expand the efforts
at the Selah Carefarm.

A scholarship fund of $5,000 per month
was created by a long-time supporter to
help grieving families financially in
need receive support services at the
Selah Carefarm.

We provided free and affordable
counseling to those in need, totaling
more than $426,000 of in-kind services.

 We trained 113 new providers from
around the world in our Compassionate
Bereavement Care Program to offer
specialized traumatic grief care to
families in their own communities.

OUR HIGHLIGHTS
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CAREFARM PROGRAM
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PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

The Selah Carefarm in Cornville AZ is the first green, vegan carefarm in the world for those enduring
traumatic grief. With our evidence-based practice model, we use restorative spaces within a therapeutic
and sustainable (green) community to help individuals and families affected by traumatic grief. In 2021,
we provided more than 2900 counseling hours, with services to 611 new clients. All of our providers who
help families at the Selah Carefarm receive specialized training in traumatic grief.

Our best therapists, of course, are the 49 beloved animals at the carefarm who have been rescued from
abuse, neglect and trauma. Having lived through the unimaginable, they sense what our bereaved family
members go through each day. The animal-human connection through a shared sense of trauma and loss
is powerful. 

The death of a child can invoke feelings of intense self-
harm for some parents, recognized as one of the highest
population risks for suicide. Thus, we also provided
more than 600 hours of suicide intervention counseling
without losing any clients to suicide in 2021.

CRISIS SUPPORT

COMPASSIONATE BEREAVEMENT 
CARE PROGRAM

We trained 113 new providers in 2021, and added
an advanced training course. Our Compassionate
Bereavement Care Training and Certification
Program allows us to reach out to local
communities all over the world. To date, we’ve
trained nearly 700 providers from 14 countries
and throughout the U.S. to provide appropriate
and compassionate care in their own communities
to families who have a child who is dying or who
has died, as well as to help others suffering from
traumatic grief. Those who qualify as CBC
Providers in our network are specifically trained
in trauma and loss. They include, among others,
physicians, mental health care providers, nurses,
social workers, funeral directors, therapists, clergy
and first responders.

SUPPORT GROUPS AND
MENTORING

Our facilitators held 128 regular support groups
(virtual and in person) that provided a place of
comfort and healing for grieving family
members. We responded to more than 145
requests for matches with volunteer HOPE
mentors. Our mentors are trained volunteers
who are bereaved parents,  grandparents and
siblings themselves. They provide countless
hours of one-on-one support at no cost to other
bereaved individuals seeking support.

In 2021, our programs included contemplative retreats for traumatic grief, support groups, online forums,
counseling intensives, family support services, advocacy efforts, HOPE Mentor Program, Counseling Program,
Crisis Support, Volunteer Program, Compassionate Bereavement Care Certification and Training Program,
International Kindness Project Day, Andy's Sanctuary (respite center), and the Selah Carefarm Program.

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
Our hard-working volunteers served thousands
of hours in 2021 as HOPE mentors, support
group facilitators,  carefarm volunteers,
administrative and family services support,
forum moderators, fundraisers,  and so much
more. Our volunteers serve in communities
around the U.S. and throughout the world. Most
are bereaved individuals who give their time to
help others as a way to honor their beloved.

KINDNESS PROJECT
Our families performed thousands of kindness projects in 2021 as a way to honor their loved one
in a purposeful way. The Kindness Project,  started in 1996 by our founder Dr. Joanne Cacciatore, is
a worldwide movement to share our children, or other loved ones, with those who never had the
honor to meet them. The idea is to perform random acts of kindness, usually anonymous, in your
community. A kindness card is left behind so that the person who benefits from the kindness
knows that someone’s life and death continues to matter.  This beautiful movement has helped
thousands of families to heal and find meaningful outlets for their overwhelming grief.



hours of crisis

support and

suicide

intervention

counseling

600

new
Compassionate

Bereavement Care
providers trained
from all over the

world

113

of free counseling

services provided

to individuals in

need

$426K

Selah Carefarm

rescue animals cared

for in a safe,

compassionate

environment

49
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Counseling hours

provided by highly

trained traumatic

grief counselors

2900



$1.69M
Revenue

387%
Revenue Growth

FINANCIAL
OPERATIONS
REPORT

2021

Revenues showed a significant upswing due to
a large individual contribution, boosted grant
funding, increased programs following a
pandemic year, and the opening of our
respite center.

Our main revenues came from individual

donors, followed by program revenues

and grants.

Primary expenses included operating

costs for our Carefarm Program,

Counseling Program, Compassionate

Bereavement Care Training, family

services and traumatic grief retreats.

More than 60-percent of our clients are

financially in need. We provided free or

discounted services totaling $426,000 in

2021.

Received Platinum Seal of Transparency
from GuideStar (Candid). This rating puts
our foundation in the top 0.1% of charities
nationally in terms of transparency.

Received unrestricted gifts totaling $1
million.

Received $157,600 grant to support
development and operating needs at the
Selah Carefarm.

Received $5,000 monthly commitment to
build scholarship fund for 2022.
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Result in positive lifestyle changes,
including healthier eating, less reliance on
drugs and alcohol, and improved coping.
Improve sleep outcomes.
Expand participants’ sense of safety, social
connection, and enhance awareness of
others and of nature.
Increase their sense of compassion for
others with an opportunity to re-narrate
the residual effects of trauma.
Inspire new (and renewed) interest in the
natural environment, prompting people to
spend more time in nature.

Significantly reduced trauma scores.
Through connections with rescued
animals, a decrease in loneliness. In fact,
animals received the highest percentage of
satisfaction among all categories of social
support including support groups,
counselors or therapists, friends, family,
faith leaders, colleagues, and community
members. 89% of grievers identified
animals/pets as their best source of social
support, followed by online support
groups and in-person support groups.

IMPACT AND REACH
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Those who have experienced trauma

and grief suffer intense physical and

emotional distress, including sleep and

eating problems, feelings of

disconnection, social withdrawal, and

the misuse of drugs and alcohol to

cope. Our model addresses this distress

in novel and nonmedicalized ways.

Since our program began, thousands of

those affected by traumatic grief have

reported improvements in coping

skills, improved sleep outcomes,

healthier eating, positive lifestyle

changes, self care, and enhanced social

connections. 

 

In sum, the rescue animals, nature spaces, and mindfulness based interventions helped to create a space
where traumatically bereaved individuals felt safe to process their grief, and both receive and give

nonjudgmental, unconditional support. Our model led to lasting changes in their lives, including their
relationship to self, others, and grief. We saw significant decreases in trauma, depressive, and anxious scores.

Our research findings substantiated the

overwhelmingly positive changes to

physical and emotional health and

well-being that carefarming provides.

At the Selah Carefarm, we use an

evidence-based practice model with

the use of restorative spaces within a

sustainable (green) and compassionate

community. The Selah Carefarm is the

only therapeutic carefarm intervention

model for the traumatically bereaved

in the world. We are honored and

humbled to walk with those suffering

the deepest of loss and to provide this

beautiful space to heal. 



96%
rated their Carefarm

experience as
 "extremely valuable"

89%
of grievers identified

animals/pets as their best
source of social support



TESTIMONIALS

Message from Joanna, Terry, & Sierra’s dad

“Thank you Dr. Jo for your compassion and care

while I was with you. The hardest part was

leaving your farm. I learned a lot while I was

with you and appreciated every second you

devoted to helping me. It will be 5 months in two

days my kids were murdered. It’s still so fresh

and painful, but during my stay I was at ease.

Thank you!"

Message from Gidi’s mom

“How do I put into words how it feels to be at

the Selah Carefarm? How can I explain that my

lungs don’t feel heavy when I’m there, that my

soul feels lighter even while it is coming face to

face with its heaviness? How can I express the

love that is felt in every corner, the

understanding that comes without explaining,

the deep connection to every falling leaf and

rustling tree branch? We are so grateful to know

this place. To feel loved and supported by its two

legged and four legged friends. To know that it

is always there for us, no matter whether we feel

joy or pain. Thank you Selah Carefarm, for

loving us and loving Gidi and loving so many

others who are worthy of so much love.”

2021
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WITH
GRATITUDE Our Top Donors

These amazing donors contributed $5,000 or more to MISS Foundation’s Capital
Campaign, Selah Carefarm and Sponsorships to support operations (2019-2021). Special
thanks to Andy’s parents, Don and Hayden Quattlebaum, who contributed $1 million in
2021, and to our major supporters from KONG, the Dorrance Family Foundation, and Dan’s
Family, Allen and Venessa Bosma, for their invaluable support.
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Don and Hayden Quattlebaum

The Dorrance Family Foundation

The Family of Daniel John Coleman

Denver Foundation

Kathy Decker, KONG

Dan and Cindy Kammrath

Filipp and Anja Brunshteyn

Team Gidi and Zilberstein Family

Jen & Rodger Huberty (AAA)

Team Dan’s Kitchen

Denise Dinovi

Ronan Thompson Foundation

Team Ahimsa

Kelli Montgomery

Emerald Group

Sara Weaver-Lundberg, Metals Fabrication

The Kroll Family

Sandra and Rodney Stith

Jessica Jennifer Cohen Foundation II

Terri DeMontrond

Janet Loforte

Phil Cartledge, Magnet Steel Inc.

Marianne Langridge & Scott MacDonald

Kristi Oates

Shoshanna Mitchell

CDM Smith

VIP Homes

KOHLS National Giving Program

Wendy Seldon

Coit Family Foundation

Matt Goldstein & Myra Sack

Elizabeth Abrams

Charlotte Helen Bacon Foundation

Unity of Phoenix Spiritual Center

Tuft & Needle

Tina Cherie

Tracy Poulos

Elite Roofing Supply

Robert Frumkin

Ashley Santi

Dean and Tricia Pinto

Andy Quattlebaum Foundation

Allison Dailey

Benevity Fund (Hilary’s Garden)

John Kapranopoulos

 

 

Robert Berry & Kling Family Foundation

Erin McArdle

Terrie Make

Carrie Ostroski

Kerry O’Daniels

Freiwald Family

Corianne Sherman

Brooke Chin

Cheryl Ambrose

Mary Torrez

Phil Moyer
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Randi Abrams-Caras
Cassie Adams
Sarah Adkins

Larry Adler and Joan Presby
Phil Aliberti

Susan Aliberti
Barbara Anik
Sierra Aranda

Arizona Community Foundation
Rita Armstrong
Kathleen Avery

Charlotte Helen Bacon Foundation
Jami Bachrad
Beth Baker

Barberian Fund
 

Stephanie Barnhill
Jennifer Weisel Bailey

Holly Barnes
Debra Baylin

Devorah Berman
Pamela Bishop

Julia Bloomquist
Lauren Blumenthal
Jessica Blumenthal

Kirsten Derrickson-Boice
Wayne Bond
Erica Bonney

Deborah Bookman
Elizabeth Boothe

 

MISS FOUNDATION 2021 DONORS 

Allen and Venna Bosma

Allison Boyd

Tamara Ponzo-Brattoli

Claudia Brewer

Belinda Brown

Michaela Brumgard

Filipp Brunshteyn

Elizabeth Buko

Jackie Caldwell

Heather Cannon

Jill Loforte Carroll

Stephanie Carpenter

Justin and Samantha Carpenter

Phil Cartledge

Melody and Mark Casey

Elissa Casey

Marilyn Caskey

Michelle Cassese

Liz Castleman

Katherine Cataldo

CDM Smith

Rita Cervone

Jeanne Chamberlain

Brooke Chin

Jennifer and Jacob Christen

Eugene Cohen

Stacey Cohen

Jenny Connelly Fundraiser

 

Gretchen Copenhaver

Larissa Cowee

Michelle Crutchfield

Lian Currie

Sharon Curtis

Allison Daily

Delaine Daoust

Becky Davenport

Niza Davidson

Cindy Davis

Barbara Davis

Marilyn and Jim Davis

Taylor Dean

de Toledo High School Caring Committee

Sarah DeFlon

Terri Demontrond

Denver Foundation

Frank De San

Beverly J DiIorio

Pam Diksa

Carroll Dims

Kerry Dobric

Elle Dooley

Dorrance Family Foundation

Melanie Drazkowski

Matthew Dresher

Camilla Earl

Bree Eavenson

 

Brianne Edwards

Rita Estrada

Andrea Feldmar

Fatima Findley

Kaytee Fisher

Naomi Fiss and Karl Horton

 Emerina Fitisemanu

Talavou Fitisemanu

Kelly Fitzmaurice

Kelly Fitzsimons

Lance Frantzich

 Billie and Jason Freiwald

Kathy Fuiava

Ann Marie Gathright

Dianne Geoghan

Leigh Gillespie

Carrie Glassmeyer

 Sherri Goldman

 Matthew Goldstein/Myra Sack

Jennifer Gore

Melissa Graham

Meghan Granger

Sebastienne Grant

Dorothy Green

Grobar Fund

Amanda Grumman

Shantell Hall

Frances Hall

James Hampton

Theresa Hampton

Stephanie Harris

Carl Hartman

Ryan Hayes

Jennyfer Hawkey

Brooke Heare

Kristen Hendrix

Leslie Hildrew

Trish Hill

Tracie Himes

John & Carrie Hitt

Amanda Hoffman

Kate Horsch

Jen and Rodger Huberty

Joan Huddleston

Jessica Irwin

Monica J

Gerri James

Monica Jethwani

Dan and Cindy Kammrath

Sarah Kjellberg

Nancy & Duncan Kelso

Maureen Kemmerer

Cindy Kerber

Vanessa Kendrick

Edward Kitsis

Chris Klosowski

KONG

Dottie Knox



Christine Kosonen

Frank Kraft

Alexander Kutanovski

Elizabeth Kutanovski

Miriam Labes

Jocelyn Lane

Anita Langer

Bree Langer

Robert Langer

Judith Lanzer

Lavinia Family Legacy

Foundation

Jennifer Lawson

Debbie Ledet

Kim Leible

Deb Leon

Kenape Lesa

Dan Levy

Paulette Light

Rebekah Likins

Rana Limbo

Karissa Lockhard

Janet Loforte

James Lucas

Melissa MacAlister

Jessica Machado

Kathryn MacLeod

Sue & Dave Makarechian

 

Terrie Make

Maryellen Mannix

Cynthia Martin

Hannah Martin

Sylvia Martinez

Deana Martinez

Erin McArdle Fundraiser

Marianne and Scott McDonald

Charlie & Katie McElwee

Kathleen McKay Breen

Darlene McMichen

Mychael McNeeley

Danielle McNichol

Lara Milford

Geoff Miller

Jennifer Miller

Shoshanna Mitchell

Modern Yoga

Maleeha Mohiuddin

Megan Moore

Jessica Morel

Kari and Sarah Mualmy

Dorcas Guest Nelson

Beth Newkirk

Maurine Neiman

Courtney Nelson

Pamela Nosko

Kristi Oates

 

Kerri O’Daniels

 Rose Ors

Carrie Ostroski

Jessica Palacios

Mari Lou Parkinson

Barbara Parsi

Shannon Stemm Patel

Sheri Pazanti

Deborah Pearlman

Claudio and Sheryl Pelc

Karen Perry

Thomas Scott Pellet

Christiane Petrosky

Shelley Pierson

Sherilyn Pillsbury

Ryan Pollock

Joann Poffel

Melissa Placide

Lynda Poole

Annie Poulos

Tracy Poulos

Betsy Pratt

Betty Pruitt

Celia Purcell

Don and Hayden Quattlebaum

Susan Quinn

Brooke Raby

Elysce Racicot

Rachel Ramsey

Michele Reese

Melanie A Ricchetti

Lisa Richardson

Eden Rittberg

John Rives

Erika and Jeff Rudner

Rosa Ruiz

Kimberly Ruscigno

Thomas M Russell

Kathryn Ryan

Kim & Rick St. Laurent

Michael Sansone

Patricia Saunders

Schneider Foundation

Taffy Schneider

John Scully

Linda & Bruce Schmidt

Christina J Sciolla

Suzanne Serra

Erin Sharaf

Selena Shelley

Guilan Sheykhazadeh

Amanda Shuman

Michelle Sierau

Carroll Sims

Vanessa Simsick

Dianne Slater
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Lance Sorenson
Jennifer Soos

Phumzile Sitole
Erik and Zoe Speer

Kari Spaete
Sandra and Rodney Stith

Robert Souza
Joan Stein

Stephanie Stocker
Pamela Stoltz

Rachel Stutzman
Gary & Pam Suminski

Laura Szul
Tanya Tassi

Taylor Family Fund
Sally Taylor

Kara Thieleman
Mitchell Toig

RaeAnn and Sarah Toig
Laura Tokayer

 
 

Julie  & Robert Toth
Unity of Phoenix Spiritual Center

David Van Hook
Kimmi Van Der Veen

Nancy and Timothy Vekved
Kimberly Vela

Jessica Wahlstrom
Margaret Walker
Rachel Waranch
Carole Watters
Jennifer Weises
Jaime Weldon
Jan Westwater
Barbara White
Alicia Wilson

Rabbi Barbara Zacky
Donna Zigmantani
Jesse Zilberstein
Zilberstein family

 
 

MORE MISS FOUNDATION 2021 DONORS 

For contributors who have asked for anonymity, donated multiple times, organized fundraisers, and served
as volunteers, we thank you for your support.



It has been our tragic privilege to serve the brokenhearted for 25
years. Few years in our history compared to 2021. We opened
our doors to the beautiful, 3400-square foot family guest house
at the Selah Carefarm called Andy’s Sanctuary, a heartfelt project
that took 3.5 years to fund and complete. We filled 344 nights at
the sanctuary in 2021 and provided 2900 hours of traumatic
grief counseling. Our volunteers sent 490 support packets to
grieving families and facilitated 145 HOPE mentor connections
for the bereaved. We cared for 49 animals rescued from abuse,
neglect or slaughter and have provided them with a forever
sanctuary. In turn, grieving people opened their hearts and
helped us love them back to health. We received funding from
three major contributors including $1 million in support from
Andy’s parents, along with a $157,600 grant from the Dorrance
Family Foundation, and $5,000 in monthly scholarships from
Ana’s dad. The Oprah Winfrey-Prince Harry Apple TV Series
“The Me You Can’t See” featured the Selah Carefarm as a
significant model for dealing with trauma and loss.

Our hearts break for the families who seek our services but we
are continually humbled and honored to provide our support to
the brokenhearted.

MISSFoundation.org    •   info@missfoundation.org
MISS Foundation  P.O. Box 9195, Austin, TX 78766

1-602-279-MISS (6477)  •  1-888-455-MISS (6477)

mailto:info@missfoundation.org

